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President’'s Message

As we welcome the last month of this year, | feel it is important to pause and
reflect on another great ABWA year for Novi Oaks Charter Chapter. How many
unforgettable, joyful and perfect memories have we created together?! Thank you
for being a part of this dynamic, fun and inspirational group of women.

Let’s finish the year of 2015 with many more moments worth celebrating! The
upcoming holiday season will bring us many exciting and special moments with
our families, friends, colleagues, clients, neighbors, and perhaps, even complete
strangers. Surely, each of us will define the perfect holiday season differently.
Some of us will seek rest, while some will want to socialize and party. Some will
seek spiritual renewal, while some will seek re-connection with family and friends.

And many will choose a combination of everything...
The perfect holiday season is found in simplicity, keeping your “main thing” the “main thing” and not allowing
anything less important to take its place. Cheers to a magical, loving and giving time of the year!

Lina Gerchak

A Look Back at November
The chapter celebrated Veteran’s Day by hosting guest

b 1 .

speaker, Belinda Barnes. The mission of the American

Belinda shared her very inspirational story about her years Business Women’s

i ) ) i Association is to bring

of service in the United States Army, her struggles in the IT together businesswomen of

. . . . diverse occupations and to

field with the economic downfalls in late 2000 and how she provide opportunities for

reinvented herself and became an entrepreneur, by starting B

. . . others grow personally and

her own company — GreenBeings. She gives credit to the professionally through

leadership, education,
networking support, and

helped her build a successful business. national recognition.

Army for her persistence, discipline and hard work that

A true hero in our eyes!

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter
Visit us at www.abwa-novi.org Page | 1




Inside Novi Oaks

Member Spotlight... Karen Kolc

| am a born, bred and raised Michigander!

| have lived in Berkley (till 10) and Farmington Hills since. My life is one of variety,
change and humility...l attended several different colleges but graduated from
Madonna University and Oakland Community College. | was married, but divorced for
the past 15 years and raised my two amazing daughters and the loves of my life, Sara
and Olivia. My work history is even more diverse! | have worked at local banks, EDS,
restaurants, TLC Lasik Eye Center, Homecare agencies and currently | wear several
different hats...as a Caregiver to the Senior and downs in Develompmentally Disabled
community and at the Sunflour Bakehaus.

As | approach my 50th birthday, | know these things about myself and my life. | have a heart that is meant to
serve and love. My daughters and my family are my greatest accomplishments and treasures! Despite all
that life throws at me, | keep on truckin! | am grateful beyond measure for the abundance in my life. If there
are shenanigans occurring, | am usually a part of them!

And finally, | am proud and grateful to be a part of ABWA and especially, the incredible women of the Novi
Oaks Charter Chapter! Through all the ups and my life, you have accepted and supported me as | am and |
know when | walk into a room of ABWA members, | am being welcomed by my ABWA Sisters with open
arms and hearts!

Crain’s Detroit Business...Recognition for Van Nguyen

Every year since 1991, Crain's Detroit Business has honored 40
professionals in Southeast Michigan who have made their marks before
age 40. This year's winners launched successful companies, grew
established firms, took on high-pressure projects and gave a hand to
those in the community.

Congratulations to our own Novi Oaks Charter Chapter’s

Vice President Van!

VAN’S BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT: Reaching and exceeding the chamber's annual fundraising goals for
the first time in its history, while also growing its membership.

CURRENT GOAL: Expand membership to other Midwest states in three years.

In its 14-year history, the Asian Pacific American Chamber of Commerce in Troy had never been able to
reach its fundraising goals. That changed when Van Nguyen became executive director in 2013. She
reached the chamber's $285,000 annual gala fundraising goal within the first five months. This year, she
exceeded the gala's $290,000 goal by $27,000. The nonprofit connects businesses based in the U.S. and
Asia. In addition, APACC offers services such as business consulting workshops and networking events.

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter
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Memorable Moments...2015 National Women’s Leadership Conference

Life changing experiences — with tears of joy

Newly elected National Board of Directors

Novi Oaks’ members gathered together for a quick photo
GrowJorether i
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Novi Oaks’ members on stage to collect the Levell BP award
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Reminder
Members have standing
meeting reservations.
Please notify Chris Struwe

by Friday prior if you are
unable to attend!

Happy ABWA

Anniversary!

DECEMBER

Laura Marie Casey
Carol Ann Donnelly
Julie Farkas
Angela Rush
Betty Shultz

JANUARY

Liz Tkacz

Happy
Birthday!

DECEMBER
12-05 Cheryl Patton
12-15 Holly Hengstebeck

JANUARY
01-27 Chris Struwe
01-28 Karen Kolc
01-30 Marcia Glencer

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter
Visit us at www.abwa-novi.org

Mark your calendar...

NOVI OAKS CHARTER CHAPTER EVENTS

December 9 — Guest Speaker: Beth L. Morrison from HAVEN.
See flyer attached.

To add a great amount of laughter, cheerfulness and the joy of
sharing a gift with your ABWA sisters to the last meeting of the
year, please bring with you a new candle (priced $5-10) in a bag or
wrapped in a box. Details will be shared at the meeting.

January 6 — Unveiling of the new Women'’s History Book
Collection at the Novi Public Library. Members donated close to
$500 to support new books pertaining to women in history.
Event starts at 6:00pm

EASTERN MICHIGAN COUNCIL EVENTS

December 12 — EMC Holiday Celebration hosted by the Cass
River Charter Chapter in Frankenmuth.

Marcia Green will present the story of Alfred Burt, who composed
fifteen now-famous carols from 1942 to 1954. Alfred attended All
Saints Episcopal Church in Pontiac, and died of lung cancer at the
age of 33, one day after finishing “The Star Carol.” You will
recognize some of the carols.

730 S. Main St. Frankenmuth, Ml (Zehnder's Tap Room)
8:00am - Networking, 8:30am - Business Meeting
Visit www.abwa-emc.org to register!

OTHER CHAPTERS EVENTS

March 4-6 — Winter Warm-up (hosted by Cass River Chapter)
A weekend of education and inspiration provided by the ABWA
National President Lisa Montross, a lineup of ABWA officers,
ambassadors, and up-and-coming leaders.

14901 4H Drive Tustin, Ml 49688
$285; deposit of $100 is due December 7, 2015
Contact Lacey at 989-239-8660 with any questions
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The Novi Oaks Charter Chapter of

The American Business Women’s Association Presents:

“HAVEN — Empowering, Growing, Learning”

HAVEN promotes a world of safe, equal &
accountable communities where sexual assault and
domestic violence do not exist.

HAVEN is proud to open its doors to those who would
otherwise have nowhere else to go and provide shelter,
counseling, advocacy and educational programming.

Presented by Beth L. Morrison, HAVEN President and CEQO

Wednesday, December 9, 2015

6:15 p.m. Networking - 6:45 p.m. Dinner Meeting
$19 per person — $20 online through PayPal at www.abwa-novi.org

At DoubleTree - Novi, 42100 Crescent Blvd.
Novi, MI 48375

The Novi Oaks Charter Chapter of ABWA meets on the
2" Wednesday of every month (unless noted otherwise)
For more information about the Novi Oaks Charter Chapter of ABWA,
visit www.abwa-novi.org, or call Marcia Green at 248-330-6315.
For more information about ABWA, visit www.abwa.org or www.abwa-emc.org

Make check payable to ABWA and mail to: Christina Struwe, 1748 Beechmont, Keego Harbor, MI 48320

DECEMBER 9, 2015 MEETING - $19 PER PERSON mail-in reservation

$20 if paid online at www.abwa-novi.org
Please include names of all people attending.

Your Name and Contact Number:

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2015

- gV

AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter
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ABWA'’s Proud Code of Conduct

1.

9820 Metcalf Ave, Suite 110 Overland Park KS. 66212

All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for
the American Business Women'’s Association.

Members will not allow their personal beliefs and
convictions to interfere with the representation of
ABWA'’s mission.

Members will always treat their member colleagues,
guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect,
fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in
good faith.

Members will maintain compliance with ABWA
National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.

Members will not use their personal power to advance
their personal interests.

Members will strive for excellence in their professions
by maintaining and enhancing their own business
knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the
professional development of other members.

2015-2016 Chapter Executive Board

President ........ccccccvvvvvvnnnnnns Lina Gerchak
Vice President .........ccccuuvee. Van Nguyen
Treasurer ..........ueeeveennnnns Sheila Marable
Secretary ................ Christina Spagnuolo

National 2014 Top Ten Business Woman
Christina Struwe

2016 Top Ten Nominee
Holly Hengstebeck

Novi Oaks’ 2014-2015 Woman of the Year
Lina Gerchak

2014-2015 National Executive Board

President ........cccccvvvvviinnnnnns Nancy Griffin
Vice President .........ccccceeevinnee Meg Bell
Secretary-Treasurer ......... Lisa Montross
District V-Vice President .. Sandy Schrah
Executive Director ............... Rene’ Street

ABWA National Headquarters

(800) 228-0007 / www.abwa.org

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter
Visit us at www.abwa-novi.org

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter

Lina Gerchak

President

“

GROW YOU
GROW TOGETHER

A League of the
American Business
Women's AssoO

Julie Farkas & Dalph Wells

Newsletter Editors

jfarkas@novilibrary.org or
dw6044@ameritech.net

®

AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter Meeting Details

When: The 2nd Wednesday of each month

Where: DoubleTree Hotel — Novi
42100 Crescent Blvd., Novi, Ml
(SE of 1-96 @ Novi Road)

Time: 6:15 p.m. networking, dinner is served at

6:45 p.m. Meeting follows.

Cost: $19.00 via mail or $20.00 via PayPal.
For reservations, mail your check for $19

made payable to ABWA to

1748 Beechmont, Keego Harbor, Ml 48320, or visit
www.abwa-novi.org to pay via PayPal ($20).

Members have a standing reservation unless
they contact Chris Struwe to cancel.

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter’s
Vision Statement:

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter provides women a unique

opportunity to enrich their lives through relationship
building, education, recognition and professional

development.
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